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Leila Ruth Crawford Davis ’41, 
January 1, Norcross, Ga. She was supervisor 
of dietary services at West Georgia College 
and manager of school lunch services 
at Montgomery County High School. 
She was also a nursing home caseworker 
for the Department of Family and Children’s 
Services from 1966 until her retirement 
in 1977. She was active in the Norcross 
Woman’s Club and the Gwinnett Retired 
Teachers Association.
Miriam Justice Hawkins ’41, December 
20, Hendersonville, N.C.
Virginia Gault Hendricks ’41, March 
1, Fountain Inn, S.C. She was a teacher for 
more than 37 years, a charter member of 
the Alpha Delta Kappa teaching sorority, 
and the first volunteer for Meals on Wheels 
in Fountain Inn.
Carolyn Carr Riddle ’41, January 6, 
Marietta, Ga. 
Mary Louise Francis Howard ’42, 
January 31, Greenville. 
William R. Pendergrass, Jr. ’42, 
February 15, Burlington, N.C. After gradua-
tion he joined the U.S. Army and served in 
the Pacific Theatre until the end of World 
War II. Upon his return he enrolled at the 
University of North Carolina and earned 
graduate degrees in botany. He then 
moved to Burlington to head the culture 
department of Carolina Biological Supply 
Company, where he remained for 45 years. 
Ray Cox Holliday ’43, January 3, 
Montgomery, Ala. He served in the 
Marine Corps during World War II and 
was retired from Duke Power, where he 
worked for 32 years.
Arthur Land Snipes ’43, December 10, 
Greenville. As an ensign in the U.S. Navy he 
saw duty in the Pacific Theatre during World 
War II. He worked for Sands & Co. for 
17 years before acquiring Lipscomb Russell 
Co. in 1964. He also worked for Shriners 
Hospital. He was active with the Greenville 
Sertoma Club, Salvation Army and United 
Ministries.
Jean Combs Dodd ’44, October 11, 
Tyrone, Ga.
Samuel Marvin Hunter, Jr. ’44, 
February 18, Sumter, S.C. At the outbreak 
of World War II he enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps. He was selected to be a flight 
instructor and achieved the rank of captain. 
When the war ended he returned to school 
and earned degrees in civil engineering, 
structural engineering and soil mechanics. 
He worked with J.E. Sirrine Company in 
Greenville before joining the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers in Wilmington, N.C., in 1952. 
He taught soil mechanics and structural 
engineering at the University of South 
Carolina, and in 1958 he moved to Sumter 
to open an office for the practice of struc-
tural engineering soil mechanics. He was 
the structural designer for many buildings 
in the Carolinas, and he was named 
a lifetime member of the American Society 
of Civil Engineers. He also served as 
president of the Sumter YMCA.
Fred Augustus Mauney, Jr. ’44, 
January 9, Shelby, N.C. A Baptist minister, 
he began his career in Anderson, S.C., 
where he also coached an American Legion 
baseball team to the state title. After earn-
ing a theology degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, he moved to 
North Carolina and served as senior pastor 
at five Southern Baptist churches. Fellow 
ministers twice elected him to the N.C. 
Baptist Convention’s General Board, and he 
served as a trustee for the North Carolina 
Baptist Hospital. After retiring from full-time 
ministry in 1986 he filled a number of 
interim pastorates, including one at his 
childhood church in Paw Creek, N.C. 
His last full-time church was Elizabeth 
Baptist Church in Shelby, and he authored 
a history of the church titled The Saints 
at Elizabeth: Their First 100 Years. 
Mildred Brown Randall ’45, March 1, 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. After working with her 
family’s fireworks distributorship in Char-
lotte, N.C., she went on to work for Cherry 
Motors in Cherryville, N.C., and at the Girl 
Scouts office in Charlotte. 
Harry Coggins ’47, February 14, 
Greenville. In 1942 he entered the U.S. 
Army Aviation Cadet Program. He was 
called to active duty in 1943 and saw 
combat with the 307th Bomb Group 
headquartered at Moratai. He completed 
35 bombing missions in the Pacific and was 
awarded numerous medals, including the 
Air Force Medal with two oak leaf clusters. 
After the war he served in the U.S. Air 
Force Reserve until 1965, retiring with the 
rank of major. He worked for 46 years with 
the Greenville news-Piedmont as a carrier, 
correspondent, news editor, circulation 
manager and vice president of administra-
tive services. He was president and chair of 
the board of the International Circulation 
Managers Association (ICMA), and for 10 
consecutive years he was a faculty member 
and seminar leader of the American Press 
Institute. He also founded the ICMA 
Circulation Promotion Sales and Marketing 
Seminar Program. Active in the Lions Club, 
he was a strong supporter of alma mater 
through the Paladin Club and quaternion. 
An avid sports fan, he was a founder of the 
Poinsettia Classic basketball tournament, 
long a holiday staple in Greenville, and co-
founded the Greenville Touchdown Club.
Barbara Lynn Simons ’47, January 
28, Charlotte, N.C. She was a member of 
the Mint Museum where she volunteered 
countless hours of service. She was crowned 
Miss Dixie “queen of the South,” was an 
avid gardener and tennis player, and was an 
antique dealer specializing in old collectable 
tins. 
Ruth Thomas “Tommie” Smith 
Baldwin ’48, December 31, Ridgeland, 
S.C. She retired as a school teacher after 27 
years. She was a member of Chi Chapter 
of Delta Kappa Gamma and was active in 
community service. 
Martha Watson Bargo ’48, January 16, 
Marietta, Ga. She earned a master’s degree 
in religious education from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and a master’s and 
doctorate in English literature from Georgia 
State University. She was dean of women at 
Anderson (S.C.) College, then was a teacher 
and administrator at Cumberland (Ky.) Col-
lege before taking a position as a professor 
of English at Kennesaw State University, 
where she worked for 22 years. 
Laura Tollison Mitchell ’48, December 
8, Laurens, S.C. She earned a master’s 
degree from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and for 25 years 
was a missionary in Brazil. 
Mary Alice “Maggi” Gribble Goller 
’49, January 5, Greenville. 
William Lupo King ’49, November 28, 
Lisbon, Portugal. He received a Fulbright 
grant to study at the Sorbonne in Paris, 
then went on to earn a master’s degree 
from Middlebury College in Vermont 
and a Ph.D. from the University of North 
Carolina. He worked at the American 
Embassy in Paris and taught at Vassar 
College, College of Charleston, Furman 
and St. John’s University in New York.  
Jesse Howard Tate ’49, December 
20, Pawleys Island, S.C. He was a master 
sergeant in the U.S. Army Air Force during 
World War II, where he served as a waist 
and tail gunner in a B-24 Liberator. After 
military service he attended dental school 
and then practiced in Greenville for 32 
years.
John Boger Little, Jr. ’50, December 4, 
Norwood, N.C. A U.S. Coast Guard veteran, 
he was a retired salesman with Collins & 
Aikman Corp. and Ozite Corporation in 
Illinois. He was also a member of the 1940 
American Legion baseball team that won 
the Little World Series and played in the 
Shrine Bowl football game in the early 
1940s.
Caroline West McKinney ’50, January 
27, Fountain Inn, S.C. 
Carey Hill Smith ’50, December 29, 
Savannah, Ga. 
Roy Steele Wilson ’50, December 29, 
Woodruff, S.C. He was a U.S. Navy veteran 
of World War II, serving as a radioman 
aboard a minesweeper in the Pacific. He 
retired from GMAC after 30 years as a 
supervisor and district sales manager, then 
established and ran a new car warranty 
insurance business until 1989. He was active 
in the Spartanburg Downtown Rotary Club, 
was a youth baseball and basketball coach, 
and played textile league baseball and 
basketball for many years.
Robert A. Lambert, Sr. ’51, December 
26, Etowah, Tenn. He joined the Navy dur-
ing World War II and served on the U.S.S. 
Balch. After his duty ended, he completed 
his senior year in high school before enroll-
ing at Furman. He completed his under-
graduate degree at Concord University in 
West Virginia, then began a career in teach-
ing and coaching that took him to Virginia, 
North Carolina and Tennessee. He was the 
first president of the Sequoyah Conference 
and was on the Etowah Recreation Board 
and the Etowah Senior Citizens Board of 
Directors. 
Lois Egner Bomar ’52, March 8, Central, 
S.C. She was a special education teacher for 
more than 30 years. 
Bruce M. Olive ’52, January 25, 
Greensboro, N.C. After completing college 
he joined the U.S. Navy and served in the 
Korean War as a frogman with the Under-
water Demolition Team. He left active duty 
but remained in the Naval Reserve stationed 
in St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands. He later 
moved to Greensboro and became physi-
cal education director and adult program 
secretary at Central YMCA. After that he 
was a salesman of construction and building 
materials and worked part time for Avis.
Morgan W. Rodgers ’52, February 
11, Lyman, S.C. Upon graduation from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
he served churches in four South Carolina 
towns.
Robert Dean Smith ’53, January 23, 
Charlotte, N.C. After earning a master’s 
degree in chemistry from Purdue University, 
he worked as a research/development 
chemist in the textile field and developed 
several U.S. patents. He was a technical 
sales consultant with Dexter Chemicals 
and Sybron Corporation and was honored 
several times as Salesman of the Year.
Joseph Alton Ouzts, Sr. ’54, December 
28, Ninety Six, S.C. He was a U.S. Air Force 
veteran of World War II and was ordained as 
a Baptist minister in 1952. His first pastorate 
was Jordan Street Baptist Church in Green-
wood, S.C., after which he served churches 
in three other South Carolina towns. He 
then returned to Jordan Street where he 
remained for 18 years. He held several 
interim pastorates after retiring in 1985.
William Thomas Whitmire ’55, 
February 2, Greenville. He was a retired 
school psychologist in New York and New 
Jersey and served in the U.S. Army during 
the Korean War.
Duward Eugene Yeargin ’55, Decem-
ber 19, Greenville. A gifted pianist, he was 
music director of North Fork Baptist Church 
for more than two decades. In the 1960s 
and ’70s he led two gospel quartets, The 
Continentals and The Sierras. 
Nancy E. Abercrombie ’56, November 
17, Simpsonville, S.C. She was an Army 
veteran and worked as a clerk/typist during 
the Korean War. She had retired from the 
Greenville County Department of Social 
Services.
William Dudley Barrow, Jr. ’58, 
December 11, Cleveland, S.C. He was an 
airman first class in the Korean War and was 
in the Army Rangers and National Guard. 
He made a career in the insurance industry 
and was a past president of Greenville Life 
Underwriters Association.
Jasper Ridgeway Martin ’58, February 
23, Spartanburg, S.C. He was a teacher and 
counselor with the South Carolina Depart-
ment of Vocational Rehabilitation. He was 
a member of the Masons, the Gideons and 
Woodmen of the World, which he served as 
state president and national representative.
Richard Allison Gantt, Sr. ’59, January 
1, Greenville, S.C. He earned his law degree 
from the University of South Carolina and 
was retired from Benefit Controls. He served 
in the U.S. Army, retiring as a colonel.
Robert Paul Armstrong, Sr., M.A. ’60, 
January 18, Irmo, S.C. Bob served in World 
War II before beginning his college studies. 
He went on to a 33-year career in educa-
tion that included positions as principal of 
Macedonia High School in Moncks Corner, 
S.C., and of Honea Path (S.C.) High School. 
He worked to improve special education 
opportunities within South Carolina schools 
through community groups such as the 
Babcock Center and Easter Seals Society. 
He was a lifetime member of the Lions Club 
and volunteered with AARP, providing free 
tax preparation service to senior citizens.
WARM. FRIENDLY. 
Open-minded and open-
hearted. Humble. Fun 
— and funny.
Baxter Wynn, a 
Furman trustee and a 
minister at Greenville’s 
First Baptist Church, 
used these words, and many others, to describe Ted 
Tidwell Ellett at her funeral January 27.
Ellett, who died January 24 at the age of 101, was 
a native of quitman, Ga. After graduating from Hollins 
College and earning a master’s degree from Columbia 
University, she was a teacher and administrator at Lime-
stone College and at Furman in the late 1940s. During her 
years at Furman she met Joseph Carlyle Ellett, a renowned 
professor of economics, and they eventually married.
She soon left the staff but remained active in campus 
life. Many people who grew up in Greenville in the 1960s 
and ’70s will remember her leadership in the popular 
Furman Day Camp program. In 1999 Furman awarded her 
an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree for her 
contributions to the university and the community, 
and shortly thereafter she provided funding for the 
design and creation of 26 candle staffs for the 
Charles E. Daniel Chapel.
Ellett was devoted to First Baptist Church and was 
a tireless community activist. She chaired the Friends of 
the Library and was a charter member of the Greenville 
Woman’s Club, a former president and board member of 
the Thursday Club, and a former board member of the 
YWCA, American Association of University Women and 
Metropolitan Arts Council.
 Wynn said Ellett was “full of grace and acceptance 
for herself and for others. She showed us what a good 
and abundant life is meant to look like: a life full of peace, 
hope, love and joy.”
She is survived by two sons and two grandchildren. 
Memorials: Ellett Economics Prize, Furman University, 
3300 Poinsett Highway, Greenville, S.C. 29613, or 
First Baptist Church Faith Fund, 847 Cleveland Street, 
Greenville, S.C. 29601.
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